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SitHiniaiy  of  the  Jamiary  1953  I'tjnthlj  Marrative  Report 


WMtEBIi 


SPECIAL 

ACTItlTiaS: 


IKSPECTIOIIS: 


fRAIKDJGj 


HBLICITT: 


SMCE: 


coKsmucnoK: 


COIfflLAIl^'TS: 


Pa^e 


Warm,  rain,  mmli  bare  ground  r^rth  portion. 
Meunaoth  im^djmm  hB  ,  Riininasa  0  ,     Precipitation 
coB^>arison.     3novr  depths.     Ice  off  lell.  Lake.         i-2 

Rogers  to  Washington  on  entrance  station  pro- 
cedure.     Showed  movie  G^serland.     Returned,  to 
Denver  26fch.     Talk  &  aLides  to  Forestry-Iiorticul- 
ture  group,     Sjiiore  at  Mutseum  Training  Course , 
Wash.     Haiailton  &  Condon  to  Mssoula  to  ask  Dr, 
Severy  to  serv^e  on  coinmittee  re  elk  hunting  in. 
paris,     ilamilton^  i'Iatt^>n,  Viohlbrandt  to  Denver 
road  rmint ©nance  meeting.     Haadlton  returned; 
Mattson  &  Wohlbrandt  to  Gniaha  assigmaents,  Ifettson 
to  continue  to  Ivash,     Joffe  Acting  Supt.     Kobinson 
to  St,  Louis  &  Dubuque  for  trucks,     t^rray  to 
radio  training,  llash.     lt>n tana  Power  Co.  laen  in, 
not  interested  in  instalJLing  |X>wer  into  interior 
park.     Eliot  Davis,   Teton,   shot  bj  youth,     lle\s 
Board  of  Surv^  and  Safety  Comiaittee,  2-3 

James  Urquhart,  Forest  Supervisor,  &  Gene 
Sherman,  Fish  &  Cmme  Supervisor,  Bozeman,  in  to 
l^^k  over  range,     US03  men  fr^ia  Boise  in  by 
Sno-Cat  for  stroam  sijiryeys,  3 

Building  fire  films.     3ki  training.     Staff 

laeetings.     Weekly  Hews,  3-4 

Info,   sent  Gasper  Tribune-Herald  for  v^yoming 
edition,     169, CKX)  broads5.des  on  Imnd,  4 

Old  F&ithfta  road  plowed  to  get  ill  naturalist 
out;   snow  light;   found  icy  on  later  attempt  to 
plow.     Plowing  to  Cooke,  from  2"  l^imoth  to  42" 
at  Cooke,     Sanding.     Old  crusher  brought  for 
repair.     Electric  punjp  installed  &  tank  placed 
at  Gardiner  oil  plant,  4 

Prefabricated  sidewalks  being  built,  4 

Two  con^aints  received.  4 
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Cg^CESSIOIIHlSj 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 

m)  CHAPEL  USE: 


3  of  Arm.iial  Reports  in,     fluntley  Child  to 
California  ajid  returned.     Y.P.Co.  Printer  back 
from  vacation.     Dr.  Fkisteriiian  left  for  Billings 
to  practice  medicine j  liarilyn  Schoder  taking 
his  place, 

Sunday  School.  Young  People*©  Fellowsi-iip^ 
program  traiscribed  over  Livingston  radio. 
Church. 


Ess® 


V-5 


IKTERFRETIVE 

SERVICES J 


Rogers  presented  Geyserland  unvie^  Washington j 
well  received  J  hall  overfloifing.     ^U.so  pre- 
sented talk  &  slides  at  Dcrxver.  5 


msmVi  ACTIVITIFi 


AHD  EXHIBITS; 

mSEMGE  Am 
OBSEEV/lTIOHs 


HATURilL  HISTORY 

AS30CIATI0K: 


TRAVEL: 


RmQM  SMVICE: 


WILDLgS;     IJ^ 
MANAGEMEHT: 


BISON: 
RAHGE; 
AIITSLOFE: 


BIGHORN t 


l-foose  exiiibit  panels  received. 

Elk  &  bison  observed  on  trip  to  Old  Faithful. 
Elk  browsing  sagebrush  tops.     Robins  at 
Majamoth;  rain  brought  out  angle  -worsis. 


5-6 


Book  sales.  Slides  duplicated.  Old  prints 
purchased.  Custer  Battlefield  Historical  and 

Muse^om  Assn.  organized;  transferred  from  Yell, 
Library  &  Haseum.  Assn.  !4rs.  Cuist  worked  some. 

Travel  year  started  Januaiy  1,  893  visitors 
in  262  cars;  3360  in  1237  cars  last  Jan.,  drop 
due  poor  liunting  north  of  park,  USG3  Sno-Cat 
in  West  Yell,  to  Lake, 

Boundary  patrols,  ski  patrols  into  park,  bait- 
ing elk  traps,  water  fowl  count,  preparation 
signs,  ski  training,  analysis  veiiicle  accidents, 
ranger  manual  revisions,  property  inventory, 
etc,  McCoHias  placed  in  Chief  Ranger* s  Office, 

Very  few  elk  taken  due  good  weather.  Bill 
passed  by  Tlontana  Legislature  placing  State 
Fisii  &  Game  in  charge  opening  «  closing  season. 
Scattered,  None  trapped. 

Bison  scattered^  no  trapping. 

Kittams'  observations.  Plenty  feed. 

Ranging  high  as  Slide  Lake  £c  north  end  M^. 
Everts. 

Deer  seen. 

Sheep  observations;  at  least  2U   seen,  classi- 
fied. Generally  good  condition, 
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FlilE 


HIOTECTION: 


BLI3THE  RUST; 


Annual  Forcstiy  Report  &  Fire  Atlas  inclusions 
to  Region  &  VJash,  Offers  sent  Fire  Control  Aids. 
}iev!  job  sheet  for  ©3-5  Fire  Control  Aid.  IJew 
form  letters  for  prospective  employees.  Revision 
forestry  part  ranger  manuals.  9-10 

Old  bus  being  transferred  to  Carlsbad.  Truck  being 
secured  for  blister  rust  cont3?ol  use.  10 


BUILDIMG  FIRE 

prOTZCTIOH: 


l-RAILS: 


UW  ENFOECEMNT: 


ACCIDEJJTS: 


BIRTHS: 


DEATHS! 


Fire  training  &  films.  Hose  testing  machines. 
Allotment  for  purchase  ladders  &  extinguishers 
for  foi^st  fire  trucks  to  use  for  building  &  for- 
est fires.  10 

160  signs  laade.  Trail  crew  applications.  Hope 

start  work  earlier  tliis  season.  Draft  1953 

estimates  submitted  to  Park  Engineer.  11 

\1,   W.  Rhot^*  charged  with  carrying  unsealed  fire- 
arm and  drunk  ■&  disorderly  conduct.  11 

3  vehicle  accid©its  on  Gallatin  road.  Knee   injury 
to  district  ranger  during  ski  training.  11 

Son  bom  to  Park  Ranger  &  Mrs.  Frank  Dunkle.       11 

Deaths  of  F-arl  Hochstrasser,  former  blacksmith j 

John  Slye^  former  BFS.   District  Engineer^  Thomas 

L.  Close,  infajit  son  of  Storekeeper  &  I-lrs, 

Thomas  E.  Close j  Fred  Capes,  former  BPR  Sigineer.  11-12 


ISRSOKNEL: 


mSCELLAIJEOUS: 


Several  indefinite  promotions  made  permanent. 
Asst.  Chief  Hanger  'ti,   Leon  Evans  ti'ansf erred  to 
Asst.  Supt.,  Big  Bend.  Jlrs.  Irene  Evajis,  Tele- 
phone Operator,  resigned.  12 

FETJ  and  AFGE  meetings  and  elections  of  officers. 
Annual  Credit  Union  Meeting  and  election.  2,k% 
dividend.  12 
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Februai-y  6,  1953 

Jfemorandum 

To:      The  Director 

From:     Acting  Superintcsident,  Yellowstone  National  Paxic 

Subject*.  Monthly  Rqport  for  Januars'*  1953 

Following  is  tlie  report  of  activities  for  XelloMstoae 
Katicmal  Park  during  the  month  of  Januaiy  1953 J 

Viieather  Conditions,  Temperatures  wex*e  considerably  above 
average  throughout  the  month  wliile  the  total  precipitation  was 
about  noi^ual.  However,  the  majority  of  the  precipitation  fell  in 
the  form  of  rain  and  the  snow  that  did  fall  melted  rapidly.  A 
large  portion  of  the  area  on  the  north  side  of  the  pairik  was  bare  at 
the  ©tid  of  the  ajonth  except  for  patches  liiere  the  snow  had  drifted 
^id  in  the  sheltered  sections.  The  niaxijiajim  temperature  at  J^iraaoth 
was  48°  on  the  11th  and  the  miniiaum  'was  0°  on  the  6th.  Ifeximan 
t©raj>eratures  were  above  freezing  throughout  the  B»onth  except  for 
five  days  and  then  the  t«i^ratu3:*es  v;ere  only  slightly  below  freez- 
ing except  on  the  6th, 

Total  precipitation  for  the  iiK>nth  was  1.12"  as  coapared 
with  1.4a"  in  1952,  0.99"  in  1951,  2.32'*  in  1950,  1.15"  in  1949, 
1.33"  in  1948,  0.63"  in  1947,  1.13"  in  1946,  3-46"  in  1945  and  3.99" 
in  1944. 

Snow  depths  as  of  January  31  fbr  various  stations  in  the 
park  arc  listed: 

Location       1953  1952  1951  1950  1949  1948  1947 

Mainaoth  ■--"-  1«  14''  7"  10"  14"  10"  9" 

Tower  Fall  8"  24"  22"  19"  32"  27"  20" 

Lamar  6"  ^"  10"  6"  27"  11"  10" 

N.  E.  Entrance  26"  31"  23"  30"  35"  33"  37" 

Lake  26"  40"  30''  40"  38"  37"  35" 

amke  River  52"  55"  42"  37"  46"  39"  48" 

W.  Yellowstone  3I*'  50"  33"  43"  40"  25"  40" 

Other  snow  depths  at  the  earjd  of  the  nonth  are  as  follows: 
Canyon  38",  Aster  Gre^  84",  Lewis  River  Divide  103",  Harebell  Cabin 
64",  Crevice  Station  24",  Ga:Llatin  Station  19".  The  above  figures 
show  that  the  snow  depth  in  the  south  end  of  the  park  is  about  nonaal 
while  the  snow  depths  in  the  north  end  of  the  park  are  considerably 
below  nortnal. 
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Yellowstone  Lake  was  largely  free  of  ice  at  the  end  of 
the  month  which  is  believed  to  be  a  record^,  as  far  back  as  anyone 
can  remember. 

Special  Activities .  Superintendent  Rogers  left  Denver 
January  10  for  the  Ivashington  Office  where  he  served  on  a  special 
coriffiiittee  on  imifonn  park  entrance  procedure.  On  the  13th  he 
presented  the  Yellowstone  movie  "Geyserland"  as  part  of  the  National 
Capital  Parks  program  in  the  Interior  Department  Auditorium.  He 
left  Ivashington  January  24,  arriving  at  Denver  the  26th,  On  the 
29th  he  gave  a  talk  and  showed  Yellowstone  slides  to  the  Colorado 
Forestry  and  Horticulture  Society  at  Denver. 

Park  Naturalist  Elraore  is  attending  the  I^Mseum  Training 
Course  in  the  V/ashington  Office  Januaiy  12  to  February  6,  following 
a  period  of  military''  and  annual  leave  since  November  26, 

Assistant  Superintend®! t  Hasiilton  and  Chief  Park  Naturalist 
Condon  made  a  trip  to  I'Hssoulaj,  l-bntana,  January  16  and  17  where 
they  conferred  vd.th  Dr.  iJ.  J,  Seveiy  at  Montana  State  University 
regarding  his  serving  on  a  corandttee  considering  elk  hunting  in  the 
park  to  appear  at  the  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  spring  meeting. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Hamilton,  Resident  Landscape 
Architect  JIattson  and  Park  Engineer  Viohlbrandt  departed  January  26 
via  govermnent  car  for  Denver,  Colorado,  to  attoid  a  road  maintenance 
meeting  of  Mational  Park  Service  and  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  officials 
January  2B  -  29.  On  the  29th  Messrs.  'lohlbrandt  and  l-iattson  left 
Denver  by  train  for  Omaha,  Mr.  VJohlbrandt  on  assigament  in  the  Region 
Two  Office  from  January  30  to  Februaiy  5  for  preparation  of  1954 
Roads  and  Trails  feintenance  Plans  and  Mr,  Ifettson  to  be  on  assign- 
ment there  February  1  -  6  on  Yellowstone  and  Teton  problems  and  then 
on  assignment  for  a  week  in  the  Washington  Office,  Mr,  Hamilton 
departed  from  Denver  January  31,  expecting  to  arrive  at  Yellox-^rstone 
February  1.  Administrative  Assistant  Joffe  was  designated  Acting 
Superintendent  during  Mr,  Hamilton* s  absence, 

Mechariical  Supervisor  Robinson  accompanied  Messrs. 
Hamilton,  !&ttson  and  WoMbrandt  to  Denver  and  proceeded  by  train 
to  St.  Louis,  l>ilssouri,  and  Dubuque,  Io\m,  to  obtain  a  pickup  truck 
and  Snogo  and  return  them  to  the  park.  He  expects  to  return  about 
February  B. 

Electrician  Forenian  Iftirray  left  January  24  for  Ivashington, 
D.  C,  having  been  selected  to  attend  the  comnjunications  maintenance 
training  course  to  be  held  at  the  1  Washington  Office  January  26  to 
February  27,  inclusive. 

On  January  14,  R.  C.  Setterstrom,  Industrial  Engineer, 
Montana  Power  Company,  Butte,  Montana,  and  Herold  ^fordock.  Division 
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Superintendent  of  tlmt  Company,  Bozeman,  called  at  the  office  to 
further  discuss  the  consideration  of  installing  power  lines  into 
the  interior  of  the  pai^  and  to  report  that  the  furnishing  of 
such  power  does  not  appear  economically'-  feasible  and  is  not  aontem- 
plated  at  this  time. 

Eliot  Davis,  Grjind  Teton  National  Park  District  Ranger 
stationed  at  Moran,  is  recovering  in  a  Jackson,  Wyoming  hospital 
from  a  wound  received  January  11  when  he  was  shot  in  the  chest  hy 
one  of  three  youths  from  Texas  whom  he  and  Deputy  Game  liarden  Pete 
l-feicfeiore  of  Jackson  had  assisted  back  onto  the  road  near  I>foran.  I'Qr. 
Davis  suspected  then  of  having  stolen  the  vehicle  vfhen  th^  wired 
a3X)und  the  ignition  rather  than  use  a  key  in  starting  it  and  upon 
questioning  them  one  pulled  a  gun  and  shot  him.  They  vfere  captured 
near  Teton  Park  and  are  being  held  by  the  Federal  authorities  at 
Cheyenne,  Ivyoming.  Mr.  Davis  appears  to  be  making  satisfactory 
in5)rovement . 

The  Board  of  Survey  for  lellox^'stone  National  Park  and 
coordinated  areas  for  1953  "^-^s  appointed  January  19^  as  follows: 
Philip  H.  Wohlbrandt,  Chainnan;  Cxene  F.  McLeod,  Clerk;  Roger  H. 
Miller  and  Otto  M.  Broim,  Monbers;  and  Joseph  Joffc  and  Deate  T. 
VJhite,  Alternate  Members,  approval  of  the  membership  having  been 
made  l^  the  Region  Two  Office  January  14. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Safety  Committee  for  1953  was 
appointed  on  January  22  and  consists  of  Robert  R.  P.obinson,  Chairman; 
Dwight  E.  Richards,  Clerk;  lliomas  F.  Ela  and  Melvin  A.  Tauring, 
Members;  and  J.  Stanley  FillnK>re  and  W.  Verde  ¥atson.  Alternates, 

Inspections.  James  C.  Urquhart,  Supervisor,  GaiLlatin 
National  Forest,  and  Gene  11.  Shennan,  District  iJarden  Supervisor, 
I'&jntana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  both  of  Bozeman,  1-fontana,  were  in 
the  park  January  B   to  look  over  range  conditions  along  the  north 
side  of  the  park. 

On  Januaiy  23  Bill  Tuller  and  Jim  Spofford,  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey,  Boise,  Idaho,  accompanied  by  Park  Ranger  Rohn,  made  a  trip 
from  k'est  Yellowstone  to  Canyon  and  Lake  via  Norris  by  Sno-Gat  to 
conduct  stream  surveys.  They  departed  the  following  day, 

In-Service  Training.  Mechanical  Supervisor  Robinson 
presented  txvo  programs,  one  on  the  7th  and  the  other  on  the  19^:^h, 
as  in-service  training  on  building  fire  fighting,  building  fire 
prevention  and  building  fire  protection.  These  same  training  movies 
were  also  presented  to  members  of  the  community. 

Chief  Ranger  Brown  conducted  a  ski  instruction  program 
for  eleven  menibers  of  the  Protection  Division  from  Jiinuary  19 
through  30,  beginning  daily  at  1:00  p.m.,  and  a  total  of  328  man- 
hours  of  training  in  basic  skiing  was  given  the  group. 
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staff  meetings  were  held  January  7  and  20  on  various  park 
matters,  one  devoted  largely  to  the  Piaster  Plan  Development  Outline 
and  the  other  mainly  to  Preliminary  Estimates  for  1955. 

The  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  was  issued  regularly  during 
the  month  to  keep  employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently 
informed  of  park  happenings, 

l^blicity.  Special  information  vjas  sent  to  the  Casper 
Tribune-Herald  on  January  22  for  inclusion  in  their  special  Ivyoming 
edition  to  be  released  some  time  in  February. 

A  total  of  169,000  Yellov/ stone  broadsides  remained  on 
hand  at  the  close  of  January. 

%intenance.  George  Marler,  a  seasonal  Park  Naturalist 
stationed  at  Old  Faithful  became  ill  and  it  was  necessary  to  have 
him  evacuated  by  automobile  so  the  road  was  plowed  out  Jsmuary  5. 
The  snow  ^^^as  not  as  deep  as  normal,  one  or  two  feet,  and  light. 
However,  ten  days  later  thawing  and  freezing  had  taken  place  and 
when  the  Yelloi-^stone  Park  Company  tfished  to  get  a  winterkeeper  to 
Canyon  and  v/e  found  it  necessary  to  get  a  telephone  crev.'  part  way  to 
Ifedison  Junction,  the  plow  ran  into  almost  solid  ice  about  12  inches 
deep.  It  v;as  decided  tlien  that  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  should 
use  a  ski- plane  and  the  plow  turned  back. 

Snow  plov:s  made  a  number  of  trips  to  Cooke,  I-fontana.  The 
snow  at  Mammoth  runs  from  two  to  four  inches  and  39  to  42  inches  at 
Cooke.  The  sanding  of  icy  sections  was  required  all  during  the  month. 

The  old  rock  crusher  ^-jas  dismantled  and  moved  to  Ifemmoth 
for  repairs.  Some  equipment  vfas  cleaned  and  painted.  At  the  oil 
distribution  tank  location  at  Gardiner  the  new  electric  pump  was 
installed  and  the  catch  basin  tank  was  put  in  place. 

Cons  tract  ion.  A  construction  crevj  started  buJJ.ding  pre- 
fabricated x-rooden  sidewalks.  Account  323.02.  Approximately  100 
sections  have  been  built,  each  section  being  approximately  five  feet 
wide  and  12  feet  long. 

Complaints.  Two  letters  of  complaint  v/ere  received  during 
the  month,  one  on  the  lack  of  cooperation  between  the  Yellowstone 
and  Teton  transportation  services  and  the  other  on  the  lack  of  and 
condition  of  acconniodations  in  the  park  and  the  service  at  ^rellow- 
stone  Park  Con5>any  lodge  dining  rooms. 

Concessioners.  The  1952  Annual  Reports  for  Hamilton 
Stores,  Inc.,  Pryor  Stores,  Inc.,  and  the  Ycilov/stone  Park  Company 
were  received  on  January  2,  14  and  19,  respectively,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Washington  and  Regional  Offices. 
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Huntley  Child,  Jr.,  Vice  President-Secretary  of  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Company,  left  January  6  for  La  Jolla  and  Los 
Angeles,  California,  in  connection  with  tiiat  Company' s  operations 
in  the  pai^c,  retummg  to  the  park  on  the  31st. 

Joe  Bill,  ^!anager,  Yellowstone  Park  Company  Print  Shop, 
returned  to  the  park  January  l6  from  a  month's  vacation. 

Dr.  Cxeorf^e  B.  Eusterman  terminated  his  services  as 
resident  physician  for  the  park  on  January  21,  moving  to  Billings, 
Montana,  where  he  opened  offices  to  practice  medicine.  His  place 
in  the  park  was  taken  by  Ilurse  llarilyn  Schultz  Schoder  '^^fho  \-f5SLl 
be  in  charge  until  a  successor  to  Dr.  Eusteniian  is  appointed. 

Religious  Services  and  Chapel  Use.  Regular  Sunday  School 
services  v/ere  held  each  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m.  The  Young  People's 
Fellowship  group  used  the  Yellov/stone  Park  Chapel  for  two  Sundays 
for  their  sej'vices,  A  special  program  presented  by  this  group  was 
placed  on  a  tape  recorder  and  was  transcribed  over  station  KPEK  of 
Livingston.  Montana,  on  Thursday  the  29th, 

The  Rev.  E.  A,  Syms  of  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  Church  in 
Livingston,  Montana,  conducted  the  interdenominational  Protestant 
services  which  vj-ere  held  in  the  Yellowstone  Park  Chapel  at  7:30  p.m. 
on  January  11. 

ISk?jrPX?M3iL®  Services.  Superintendent  Edmund  B.  Rogers 
of  Yellowstone  presaited  the  movie  entitled  "Geyserland"  in 
VJashington,  D.  C.  on  January  13  as  part  of  the  National  Capital 
Parks  program.  He  reports  that  the  talk  was  very  weU  received  and 
that  there  v;ere  6S0  persons  in  attendance.  Of  this  group  150  liad 
to  stand,  and  an  additional  150  persons  had  to  be  turned  away.  On 
the  29th  he  gave  a  talk  and  showed  Yellov; stone  slides  to  the 
Colorado  Forestry  and  Horticulture  Society  at  Denver. 

!-5iseum  Activities  and  Exhibits.  The  panels  for  the  moose 
exhibit  to  be  installed  at  Willow  Park  arrived  in  Yellowstone  in 
good  condition  on  January  29. 

Research  and  Observation.  On  the  trip  to  Old  Faithful 
made  January  5  it  was  observed  that  there  vras  very  little  snow  in 
any  of  the  area  between  I-Iammoth  and  Old  Faithful.  Elk  were  observed 
on  Swan  Lake  Flat,  in  Ivillov/  Park  and  at  Roaring  Mountain.  Several 
bulls  ;^rere  seen  in  Gibbon  Meadows  and  some  were  observed  in  the 
Lower  G^rser  Basin.  Several  bull  bison  were  in  the  meadow  in  front 
of  the  txadison  Maseum.  One  herd  of  approximately  50  head  of  bison 
was  seen  up  Mex  Perce  Creek.  Another  group  of  14  were  counted  near 
the  mouth  of  Hez  Perce  Creek.  In  addition  to  these  animals,  four 
bulls  were  seen  near  Old  Faithful  G^ser. 
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One  rather  interesting  observation  was  made  along  the 
Firehole  River  ^i^ere  it  was  noted  that  the  elk  had  traveled  through 
the  snow  from  one  sagebrush  bush  to  the  next,  had  pawed  around  the 
top  of  the  bush  and  browsed  the  top  of  the  bush  out,  then   walked 
on  to  the  next.  This  pattern  was  characteristic  across  the  whole 
large  flat  below  the  mouth  of  Ilee.  Perce  Creek.  This  browsing 
appeared  to  have  beoi  done  entirely  by  elk. 

Robins  were  observed  around  Jiamraoth  on  the  27th  of 
January.  The  mild  periods  of  rain  betv/een  January  10  and  14 
actually  brought  angle  worms  out  of  the  lai^is  onto  the  bare  asphalt 
roads  and  sidewalks. 

Natural  History  Association.  Book  sales  by  the  Association 
during  January  were  561.04. 

The  Association  financed  the  duplication  of  Kodaslides 
for  use  in  the  field  sets  and  a  number  of  slides  were  duplicated 
by  Meston  and  returned  during  the  month. 

The  Association  purchased  13  lithograph  prints  of  Yellow- 
stone scenes  which  were  published  in  1902.  These  were  purchased 
from  Mr.  James  E,  Price  of  Yosemite  National  Park  for  the  sum  of 
125.00.  They  are  considered  to  be  a  valued  addition  to  the  Yellovf- 
stone  collection. 

V»ord  was  received  on  January  29  of  the  approval  by  the 
Regional  Director  for  the  organization  of  the  Custer  Battlefield 
Historical  and  I'fuseum  Association  and  at  the  month's  close  plans 
were  completed  for  the  transfer  of  funds,  physical  property  and 
accession  materials  vrtiich  had  been  acquired  by  the  Yellowstone 
Library  and  Museum  Association  to  the  nevdy  organised  Custer  Battle- 
field Historical  and  Museum  Association.  A  transfer  of  these  prop- 
erties and  funds  will  be  made  irmnediately  after  the  first  of  February, 

Mrs.  Alice  Quist  was  employed  by  the  Association  as  a 
clerk  for  four  aftemoons  during  the  month  and  she  worked  on  Associ- 
ation business  and  also  on  the  Yelloxfstone  Park  negative  and  photo- 
graphic file. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel ♦  The  January  travel 
statistics  started  the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year  travel  which 
replaces  the  former  travel  year,  October  1  to  September  30.  Begin- 
ning on  January  1,  1953j  all  travel  in  the  park  will  be  recorded 
on  the  calendar  year  basis, 

A  total  of  S93  visitors  in  262  vehicles  entered  the  park 
this  HKDnth  as  compared  T,d.th  3*880  persons  in  1,237  vehicles  for  the 
same  month  last  year.  The  very  poor  hunting  prospects  in  the 
Gardiner  area  this  year  account  for  the  large  drop  in  travel  in 
con^sarison  to  last  year's  travel. 
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One  Sno-Cat  Altered  the  park  at  the  V/est  Entrance  and 
completed  a  round  trip  to  Lake  by  way  of  Norris  and  Canyon.  This 
trip  was  made  by  the  U,  S.  Geological  Survey  to  obtain  stream  and 
lake  measurements  in  the  Lake  area, 

Ra.ng;er  Service ,  Boundary  patrols  were  continued  along 
the  hunting  area  near  Gardiner  and  over  the  road  from  ilest  Yellow- 
stone to  the  north  boundaiy.  Very  little  hunting  activity  was 
reported. 

Ski  patrols  were  made  to  Old  Faithful,  Cougar  Creek,  and 
South  Pdverside  from  the  VJest  Yellowstone  District  headquarters. 
In  the  Snake  iliver  District  ski  patrols  were  made  to  Cascade,  Aster 
Creek  and  Harebell  cabins  and  to  Ivest  Thumb  Station.  Snow  was 
removed  frorai  the  buildings,  telephone  lines  repaired,  snow  courses 
measured,  game  and  other  observations  made. 

Other  protection  activities  included  baiting  elk  traps 
in  an  attempt  to  trap  elk,  a  water  fo^/1  count  during  the  month, 
preparation  of  trail  and  other  signs  and  in-service  training  in 
skiing. 

An  analysis  of  the  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  preparation 
of  statistical  data  and  charts  was  started  during  the  month.  Also, 
a  project  of  extensive  revisions  of  the  Park  Ranger  I-^anuals  was 
started  and  is  continuing. 

All  Protection  Division  property  charged  to  the  Chief 
Ranger's  Office  was  carefully  checked  and  a  new  inventory  prepared. 

Assistant  Chief  Ranger  McComas  replaced  Assistant  Chief 
Ranger  Jay  in  the  Chief  [danger's  Office  due  to  the  expected  transfer 
and  promotion  of  Mr.  Jay  to  another  area.  This  transfer  gradually 
took  place  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  ELK  MAKAGEMEINT. 
The  special  hunting  season  for  elk  in  southern  Park  County,  Montana, 
closed  January  31*  with  one  of  the  lightest  kills  on  record.  Due 
to  the  light  snows  and  higher  than  normal  temperatures  in  the 
major  portions  of  the  park,  there  \iras  practically  no  migration  of 
eiLk  at  all  during  Januaiy  and  no  kills  were  reported. 

A  bill  v;as  passed  by  the  Montana  State  Legislature  placing 
the  elk  hunting  season  under  complete  control  of  the  State  Fish 
and  Game  Department  and  .granting  them  authority  to  change  the  open- 
ing and  closing  dates  at  their  discretion.  Under  this  authority 
the  season  could  be  reopened  in  Park  County  if  conditions  warranted 
it  at  a  later  date.  It  is  doubtful,  hovrever,  if  the  season  will  be 
reopened  this  year  as  our  live  shipment  commitments  will  take  care 
of  what  elk  v/e  could  trap  this  late  in  the  season  even  if  we  did 
get  more  favorable  trapping  conditions  during  the  next  six  weeks. 
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The  northern  elk  herd  remained  widely  distributed  over 
the  upper  and  intermediate  portions  of  the  northern  range  with  no 
hea-^  concentrations  observed.  Considerable  movem^it  was  noted 
due  to  the  light  snov;  depth  but  no  actual  migration,  Ifetural  food 
was  plentiful  and  easy  to  obtain.  All  traps  were  baited  during 
Januar^r  but  no  elk  were  trapped  nor  any  live  shipments  made, 

BISON.  Some  rnovament  of  the  Lamar  herd  was  noted  during 
the  first  part  of  the  nonth  but  most  of  the  animals  remained  in 
the  remote  areas.  The  main  herd  has  now  broken  up  into  small  units 
which  are  widely  scattered  through  the  Cache  Creek,  Slough  Creek 
and  Hellroarinr^  drainages.  The  possibility  of  getting  the  herd  on 
hay  at  tiie  ranch  corrals  looks  rather  remote  due  to  the  amount  of 
natural  forage  available.  Orders  for  bison  carcasses  from  various 
Indian  agencies,  and  which  wo  have  been  holding,  have  no\r  been 
cancelled  as  any   reduction  of  the  herd  at  this  time  does  not  appear 
feasible . 

RANGE.  According  to  observations  made  by  Park  Biologist 
Kittams  much  of  the  range,  more  than  usual  even  in  March,  is  free 
of  snox^r.  High  temperatures  and  rain  ha.ve  melted  away  much  of  the 
snow  over  the  entire  northern  range.  Remaining  snow  is  hard  and 
pixjbably  cannot  be  pav/ed  aside  by  grazing  animals.  Snow  on  the 
lower  range  is  confined  mainly  to  drifts.  Snovf  on  the  intermediate 
range  is  only  6  to  8  inches  deep. 

Checks  at  mid-month  indicated  that  utilisation  of  herba- 
ceous forage  on  critical  Yellowstone  range  was  generally  light, 
except  on  a  few  steep  slopes  where  it  I'fas  moderate.  Complete 
exposure  of  forage  over  so  much  of  the  range  has  created  unusual 
feeding  conditions  for  the  elk  and  leaves  little  chance  of  the 
animals  being  forced  outside  the  park  %Tfhere  hunters  laight  harvest 
them. 

Sagebrush  near  Slide  Lake   has  had  ii8>derate  use,  mainly 
by  antelope  it  is  believed.  .Sagebrush  and  mnterfat  on  Coal  Mne 
Flat  show  moderate  utilization^  only  antelope  and  bighorns  have 
been  there  in  anj  appreciable  numbers  this  winter  and  both  are 
knovm  to  seek  these  plants.  In  a  detailed  check  of  one  aspen 
grove  between  I^nmoth  and  Gardiner,  where  there  --las  virtuidly  no 
snow,  it  was  found  that  utilization  of  aspen  reproduction  has  been 
verj  light.  Probably  this  reproduction  has  been  spared  because  elk 
are  very  scarce  at  low  elevations  this  season. 

•■u'JTSLOPE.  Antelope  are  using  snow- free  range  as  high  up 
as  Slide  Lake  and  the  north  end  of  Mt.  Everts,  Numbers  seen  by 
Biologist  Kit  tarns  in  the  vicinity  of  bighorns  on  Coal  lline  Flat 
liave  varied  from  15  to  60  during  January. 

DEEEi,  Thirth-five  deer  seen  by  Biologist  Kittams  on  a 
trip  up  the  Yelloxirstone  River  were  all  congregated  on  Deckard  Flat. 


utilization  of  sagebrush  on  lands  in  and  adjacoat  to  the  park 
suggests  that  the  deer  population  there  is  less  than  in  recent 
past  years.  This  may  be  attributed  to  two  factors,  the  hunting 
of  does  for  the  first  time  in  that  area  last  fall  and  the  open 
winter  which  permits  wide  distribution  of  the  deer. 

BIGHORN.  In  periodic  observations  by  Mr.  Kittams  on 
Coal  Mine  Flat,  bighorns  were  seen  as  follows: 

Date    Ewes    Lambs  Rams  Total 


1-2  yr. 

>4  yr. 

Mature 

Jan.  9 

8 

3 

1 

1 

3 

16 

"     10 

S 

4 

1 

2 

4 

19 

"    16 

6 

4 

1 

4 

15 

'•    23 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

13 

"    30 

10 

4 

1 

2 

6 

23 

On  all  days  except  January  30,  a  ewe  vdth  distinctive 
features  was  seen.  Therefore,  at  least  24  different  individuals 
were  seen  during  January.  Unusually  good  conditions  for  observation 
were  encountered  on  January  30,  permitting  careful  study  of  the 
young  aniimls.  This  led  Mr.  Kittcxms  to  question  previous  indenti- 
fication  of  lambs.  He  felt  reasonably'-  certain  about  there  being  four 
lambs  and  two  yearling  females  on  January  30  but  vias   inclined  to 
believe  that  some  animals  previously  classified  as  lambs  may  have 
been  yearlings. 

/Ill  of  the  sheep  seemed  to  be  in  good  flesh  condition 
and  with  good  pelage  except  one  lanib  seen  on  January  30.  He  was 
relatively  small  and  thin  and  had  a  rough  coat.  He  stayed  close 
to  one  ewe,  vriiereas  two  of  the  other  lambs  were  very  independent 
about  their  movements. 

Grass,  by  far  the  dominant  forage  on  the  Flat,  seems  to 
be  eaten  most  by  the  sheep.  On  occasion  he  has  observed  the  sheep 
confining  their  feeding  to  big  sagebrush  and  winterfat  when  grass 
and  rabbitbrush  were  also  readily  available. 

During  a  trip  from  Gardiner  up  into  the  Yellowstone  Canyon 
tvJO  rather  young  rams  were  seen  on  Deckard  Flat.  Observations 
listed  for  January  23  on  Coal  Mine  Flat  were  nmde  later  on  the  same 

day. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  The  Annual  Forestry  Report  and 
Fire  Atlas  inclusions  were  transmitted  to  the  Region  Two  and  V/ash~ 
ington  Offices. 

Letters  v/ere  wTitten  to  last  year*  s  fire  control  aids 
offering  jobs  to  men  whose  services  had  proven  satisfactory  during 
the  1952  season. 
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The  job  description  sheet  for  the  proposed  GS-5  Fire 
Control  Aide  jjosition  was  rewritten,  the  incumbent  of  ^■ihich  ifill 
be  assigned  to  the  FlaMnoth  Fire  Cache  as  Cache  Supervisor. 

Form  letters  to  be  used  for  recruitment  of  seasonal  fire 

control  personnel  viere  reiirritten  and  mimeographed. 

Revision  of  portions  of  the  ranger  manuals  devoted  to 
forest  protection  was  begim. 

Blister  Hust  Control.  Arrangements  v;ere  Jiade  for  Carlsbad 
Caverfi  National  Park  to  secure  the  International  bus  '.vhich  Yelloxij^ 
stone  declared  surplus.  A  representative  will  probably  come  from 
Carlsbad  in  early  February  to  drive  it  back  to  tha.t  area. 

Arrangemoits  were  made  with  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  at 
Spokane  for  Yellov/stone  personnel  to  bring  a  Chevrolet  stake  body 
truck  from  Clarkia,  Idaho,  to  Yello'^stone  on  FebruLiry  4.  This 
truck  was  secured  through  surplus  sources  for  use  in  transporting 
men  and  equipment  in  the  Mt.  Vlashbum  blister  rust  control  area. 

Dull  din.?  Fire  Protection.  Considerable  time  was  spent 
in  building  fire  control  training  during  January!-.  Several  training 
sessions  were  held  by  Assistant  Fire  Chief  Robinson  in  ^^ihich  the 
ifenmoth  engine  crew  was  given  instructions  in  truck  and  pump  opera- 
tions, and  general  fire  control  practices.  In  conjunction  with 
this  training,  a  series  of  films  on  fire  prevention,  fire  control, 
and  brigade  training  were  secured  from  the  Los  Angeles  Fire  Depart- 
ment and  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Undervrriters.  These  were  shoim 
to  the  entire  l^immth   coiximunity  and  aroused  considerable  interest 
in  community  fire  prevention,  as  well  as  being  very  instructive 
from  a  training  standpoint.  Due  to  the  successful  sho^^fing  of 
these  pictures,  requests  have  been  imde  for  other  available  fiLms 
and  it  is  hoped  that  more  showings  can  be  laade  betweai  now  and 
spring. 

The  hose  testing  machjjies,  which  are  being  fabricated  by 
Yellowstone  for  distribution  to  various  areas  in  Region  Tvro,  are 
near  completion  and  idll  soon  be  ready  to  send  out. 

We  have  been  informed  that  $770  has  been  allotted  Yellow- 
stone from  the  Rerp.onal  reserve  for  the  purchase  of  ladders  and 
fire  odiinguishers.  These  will  be  used  to  equip  the  forest  fire 
trucks  for  building  fire  control  as  well  as  forest  fires. 

Trails .  Pixcellent  progress  has  been  made  by  the  trail 
sign  crevx  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  l60  directional  and  place 
name  signs  were  completed.  These  signs  are  all  of  the  routed  wood 
type  and  by  using  the  poured  laquer  lettering  system,  production 
has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  combination  of  l|  inch  chrome 
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yellow  letters  on  a  dark  background  make  these  signs  extremely 
visible  and  will  vastly  improve  our  now  inadequately  signed  trail 
^stera.  Lists  of  needed  signs  have  now  be^ai  received  from  all 
districts  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  the  ajost  important  ones  will 

be  completed  this  vnnter. 

Applications  for  trail  crew  jobs  arc  being  received  and 
filed  for  future  selection.  If  weather  conditions  permit,  it  may 
be  possible  to  start  the  trail  work  earlier  this  year,  especially 
at  the  loxfer  elevations. 

A  rough  draft  of  the  1953  trail  estimates  was  completed 
and  turned  over  to  Park  Engineer  '.'-ohlbrandt.  These  estjjnates  iidll 
be  incorporated  in  his  program  during  his  conference  in  the  Regional 
Office. 

Lavf  Enf orceiaent ,  A  resident  of  Gardiner j  Montana, 
Woodrow  W.  Rhoten,  appeared  in  the  U.  S.  Corrmissioner^s  court  on 
the  ^th  on  a  char;  e  of  having  an  unsealed  firearm  in  possession 
and  for  drunk  and  disorderly  conduct.  The  defendant  was  released 
on  good  behavior  with  the  understanding  tlmt  he  vjould  be  subject 
to  reappearance  in  court  with  a  fine  of  1^500  and  six  nxDnths  in 
jail  or  both  on  each  of  the  tifo  charges.  On  January  B  the  defendant 
had  entered  the  park  mth  an  unsealed  rifle  and  in  a  drunken  condi- 
tion and  had  threatened  violence  to  one  of  the  park  employees.  A 
complete  investigation  of  the  case  was  usade  by  a  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  Agent  and  the  United  States  Attorneys  in  Cheyenne  and 
Butte  were  contacted.  It  was  decided  to  have  the  U.  S.  Commissioner 
handle  the  case  when  he  returned  from,  his  vacation  and  charge  the 
defendant  as  stated  above. 

fi^ccj-dffits  and  ^Public^  Safety.  Three  ciotor  vehicle  acci- 
dents were  reported  during  the  month.  All  x-iere   Glass  "A"  accidents 
and  involved  visitors  on  the  VJest  Ie.llowstone  -  Gallatin  road.  Two 
of  these  accidents  involved  twD  cars  each  while  the  third  was  a 
one- vehicle  accident.  Excess  speed  considering  the  icy   and  snowy 
condition  of  the  road  was  the  principal  contributing  cause  of  the 
accidents. 

On©  knee  injury  occurred  to  one  of  the  ^aployees  dtiring 
the  in-service  training  in  ski  instruction  but  was  not  serious. 

Births.  On  Januaiy  l6  a  son,  Richard  Frank,  was  bom  to 
Park  Ran^ger  and  Ilrs.  Frank  H.  Dunkle  in  the  Deaconess  Hospital, 
Boaieman,  Ifentana, 

Deaths .  Ti;arl  F.  Hochstrasser,  BlacksKiith  for  the  National 
P&xk   Service  in  Yellovretone  Hational  Park  from  July  23,  1940,  to 
August  17,  1950,  committed  suicide  by  shooting  himself  at  Anaconda, 
Montana,  January  7. 
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John  D,  Slye,  6?,  former  District  Engineer,  Bureau  of 
Public  Roads,  Cheyenne,  V*yoadn.g,  died  at  Ilesa,  Arizona,  January  15. 
Burial  was  at  Boulder,  Colorado,  Januars"-  19.  Mr.  Slye  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  the  park  on  road  oatters  prior  to  his  retire- 
ment in  October  1952. 

Thomas  L,  Close,  tvro  canths  old  son  of  seasonal  Store- 
keeper and  iirs.  Tnomas  E.  Close,  died  at  Shodair  Hospital,  Helena, 
I'bntana,  January  26.  He  was  bom  in  Livingston  November  18.  Burial 
was  at  Gardiner  January  29. 

Fred  C.  Capes,  former  Bureau  of  Public  Hoads  Engineer, 
died  January  29  at  Boulder,  Colorado.  He  -was  for  nany  years  in 
charge  of  B.  P.  R.  operations  in  Yellowstone  during  wriich  time  he 
lived  vdth  his  family  at  Mammoth.  He  was  retired  from  government 
service  and  engaged  in  private  practice  at  the  time  of  death. 

Personnel.  Pursuant  to  Section  1302,  Tnird  Supplonental 
Appropriation  Act,  1952,  indefinite  pronations  for  the  following 
eaplojees   were  made  perman^it  effective  January  5*-  John  \l,   Galle, 
Willis  Stanton,  Lloyd  R.  V/inkle,  Ho'^ard  3,  Kocher,  Lester  C.  Abbie, 
Ellis  E.  Gabbert,  Andrew  A.  Alley,  J.  Stanley  Fillmore,  '.villiam  A. 
Biastoch  and  Stanley  McComas,  and  that  of  Via^rren   F.  Hamilton  effec- 
tive January  11. 

Notice  was  received  January  12  of  the  Promotion  (indefinite) 
and  Change  of  Headquarters  of  V.\  Leon  Evans,  Assistant  Chief  Ranger, 
GS-9,  to  Assistant  Superintendent,  GS-11,  Big  Bend  National  Park, 
Texas,  effective  ^itrance  on  duty,  A  press  release  was  issued  from 
the  Washington  Office  January  9  on  this  transfer.  Vsrs,   Irene  Co 
Evans,  Telephone  Operator,  G3-2,  submitted  her  resignation  January 
30  effective  at  the  close  of  February  1.  The  Evanses  eaq^ect  to 
depart  for  Big  Bend  February  3  and  arrive  at  their  destination 
February  9,  stopping  oiroute  in  the  Region  Three  Office  in  Santa 
Fe. 

Miscellaneous .  The  January  meeting  of  Local  465  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  was  held  in  the  Canteen 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th  and  the  following  officers  v;ere  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year:  Rubai  0,  Hart,  Presidoit:  Melvin  A.  Thuring, 
Vice  President;  Betty  Lee  Proznick,  Secretary;  Joe  D.  Kurtz, 
Treasurer;  Stanley  McComas,  Guard;  Frank  E,  >Iattson,  Claroice  E. 
Scoyen,  Karl  T,  Gilbert,  Lee  L.  Col«nan  aiKi  Ellis  E.  Gabbert,  Board 
of  Directors. 

The  Yellov;stone  local  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Government  En^loyees  held  its  January  meeting  in  the  Canteen  on 
the  19th  at  which  \he   fo!Llowing  officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year:  William  C.  Mardis,  President;  Uyman  P.  Benson,  Vice 
President;  Thomas  Gray,  Secretary- Treasurer;  and  George  Jump, 
Sergeant  at  Arms. 
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The  lellov/stone  Federal  Credit  Union  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  the  Canteen  on  January  27  and  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  Board  of  Directors:  J.  Stanley  Fillmore,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  reelected  for  one  yearj  Betty  Lee  Proznick  and  Philip  H. 
V/ohlbrandt,  tv/o  years;  Thomas  A.  Bowman  and  Lester  C.  Abbie  being 
holdovers  from  last  year.  Surjervisory  Committee:  'Willis  Stanton, 
Tliomas  M.  Thompson  and  Alfred  A.  Bownan,  one  year.  Credit  Committee! 
John  Vv,  Galle  and  V.arren  D,  Hotchkiss,  two  years;  Thomas  F.  Ela 
being  a  holdover  from  1952.  The  officers  of  the  Board  and  the 
Committee  Chairmen  will  be  selected  by  the  Board  and  Conimittee  mem- 
bers at  their  first  regular  meetings.  A  2,4p  dividend  was  declared 
for  last  year. 


V/arren  F.  Hfimilton 
Acting  Superintendent 
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